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’Every child is unique and at the heart of everything we do’
30 September 2013
Dear Parents/Guardians
RE:

Amendments to school Attendance Regulations

The Department for Education (DfE) has announced important amendments to legislation
surrounding holidays in term time.
The new regulations took effect from 1st September 2013 and the new law gives no entitlement
to parents/carers to take their child on holiday during term time.
Amendments to the 2006 regulations remove references to family holiday and extended
leave as well as the statutory threshold of ten school days. The amendments make it clear that
Head Teachers MAY NOT grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances.
Under Section 23 of the Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003 if a child is absent from school without
authorisation the child’s school may ask the local authority to issue a Fixed Penalty Notice of
£60. (A Penalty Notice may be issued if the child has accrued at least 10 sessions (5 days) of
unauthorised absence during the previous 12 school weeks).
The timescales within which Fixed Penalty Notices may be paid have been amended. The
timescale is £60 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the Notice, rising to £120 if paid within 28
days. Up to two Fixed Penalty Notices can be issued in relation to a pupil in a single school
year.
We fully appreciate the challenges that some parent/carers face when booking holidays,
particularly during school holidays and understand that these new regulations may cause
some inconvenience. However we are obliged to follow these guidelines and would like to
thank you for your full support in this matter by not taking your child out of school during term
time.
Yours sincerely

Julia Lawson
Head Teacher

