Thornhill Primary School
Curriculum Policy for Foundation Subjects

Provision
At Thornhill we recognise that every child is unique and brings to school a diverse range of
knowledge and experiences. We will support, encourage and challenge our pupils to
develop their potential and individuality in an environment which is stimulating and exciting
and rich in opportunities.








We operate a curriculum for the Foundation Subjects that develops knowledge and
understanding, alongside skills and processes; recognising all of these elements are
important in creating effective learners.
By understanding the learning needs of our pupils, tasks can be differentiated
appropriately, ensuring that the right support and challenge is available for every
child.
We use a thematic approach for teaching foundation subjects, concentrating on the
knowledge, understanding, skills and processes of each subject whilst also
identifying cross-curricular links.
Subjects are taught in blocks of time, allowing for sustained learning and deeper
immersion in each topic.
Systems for on-going and summative assessments of each child’s progress in every
subject are firmly in place and reviewed regularly.
A team leadership approach to the Foundation Subjects operates at Thornhill,
ensuring consistency in policy, planning, delivery and assessment.
The Foundation Subjects are audited annually and are used to identify
improvements. Each subject has an improvement plan in place.

Enhancement
 We provide a rich and relevant curriculum, creating a thirst for knowledge and a love
of learning for all. In doing so pupils are encouraged to take pride in high standards
of achievement and allowing their personality to shine through their work.
 Pupils develop key skills and processes through meaningful activities; gaining
knowledge and understanding of the world around them as they do so.
 Pupils are encouraged to stamp their character and creativity on their work, within a
‘Take Care’ framework, leading to unique, high quality outcomes.
 Teachers review topics annually to ensure that they meet their needs and interests
so that they are l engaged and motivated and that the essential knowledge,
understanding, skills and processes of each subject are covered.
Enrichment
 We identify and nurture children’s interests and talents; harnessing the skills of the
school community to provide the very best opportunities for them, now and in their
futures. During this process we aim to involve a diverse range of people, making
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learning real and relevant, whilst also encouraging adults to support, value and
celebrate children’s work.
External providers are used to provide wider opportunities for academic, technical
and sporting excellence. This currently includes weekly specialist teaching in Music,
P.E. and Spanish.
We plan regular visits into the community to enrich and extend learning.
We strive to involve the local community in the life of the school, and its curriculum,
wherever possible.
Three times a year, each child undertakes an enquiry based homework challenge
related their class topic.

Importance of Foundation subjects in the curriculum
Computing
All classes have access to a wide range of resources such as digital camera and iPads
and laptops. Computing is embedded throughout the whole curriculum and provides
pupils with access to information beyond the classroom.
History
The aim of history teaching here at Thornhill Primary School is to stimulate the
children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past.
We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this they develop a sense of
identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage. They learn
to value their own and other people’s cultures in modern multicultural Britain and,
by considering how people lived in the past, they are better able to make their own
life choices today. In our school history makes a significant contribution to
citizenship education by teaching about how Britain and other societies worldwide
developed. We teach children to understand how events in the past have influenced
our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by so
doing, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and problem-solving.
Geography
Geography teaches an understanding of places and environments. Through their
work in geography, children learn about their local area and compare their life in
this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the
world. They learn how to draw, locate key features and interpret maps and they
develop the skills of research, fieldwork, investigation, analysis and problem-solving.
Through their growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children
gain an appreciation of life in other cultures. Geography teaching also motivates
children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognize the
importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind
Art
Art and design stimulates creativity and imagination. It provides visual, tactile and
sensory experiences and a special way of understanding and responding to the
world. It enables children to communicate what they see, feel and think through the
use of colour, texture, form, pattern and different materials and processes. Children
become involved in shaping their environments through art and design activities.
They learn to make informed judgements and aesthetic and practical decisions. They
explore ideas and meanings through the work of artists and designers. Through
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learning about the roles and functions of art, they can explore the impact it has had
on contemporary life and that of different times and cultures. The appreciation and
enjoyment of the visual arts enriches all our lives.
Design Technology
Design and technology prepares children to take part in the development of
tomorrow’s rapidly changing world. Creative thinking encourages children to make
positive changes to their quality of life. The subject encourages children to become
autonomous and creative problem-solvers, both as individuals and as part of a team.
It enables them to identify needs and opportunities and to respond by developing
ideas and eventually making products and systems. Through the study of design and
technology they combine practical skills with an understanding of aesthetic, social
and environmental issues, as well as functions and industrial practices. This allows
them to reflect on and evaluate present and past design and technology, its uses and
its impacts. Design and technology helps all children to become discriminating and
informed consumers and potential innovators.
Through the teaching of foundation subjects we can also:
 Improve pupils' skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT
 Develop pupils' thinking skills
 Promote pupils' awareness and understanding of gender, cultural, spiritual and
moral issues
 Develop pupils as active citizens
 Develop a creative outlook
Teaching Strategies
Learning and teaching in the foundation subjects will be in line with the school’s Teaching
and Learning Policy, where provision is made for all learning styles.
 Most of the foundation curriculum is taught through whole school cross-curricular
topics that ensure coverage of the National Curriculum objectives and Key Skills
 History and Geography are taught in half termly blocks and DT is blocked in with Art
and design
 Class teachers create cross-curricular Medium Term Plans in the form of a topic web,
this indicates what they will be teaching in any term, and then further, more detailed
individual lesson plans.
 Pupils work in a variety of contexts - individually, in groups and as whole classes.
They present their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways:





Fieldwork and visits are a purposeful and integral part of the curriculum.
Visits and visitors who help to make learning come alive
In art much emphasis is put on display work and through exhibiting artwork in public
spaces.
Outdoor learning and the opportunity for out of school experiences is valued and
integral to teaching.
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When teaching the foundation subjects we:








Always explain what we want pupils to know, understand and be able to do
Use key questions to direct pupils' thinking / enquiry
Vary the resources and activities to ensure each pupil can learn effectively
Cater for all learning styles and abilities through effective differentiation
Ensure the foundation subjects are given equal weighting in teaching time
Ensure displays are rich and vibrant and purposeful to learning and celebrate the
achievements of all pupils
Enable the opportunity for pupils to extend their learning through the setting of
home work projects and tasks.

Equal Opportunities
 In line with our Equal Opportunities Policy we are committed to providing a teaching
environment which is conducive to learning. Each child is valued, respected and
challenged regardless of race, gender, religion, social background, culture or
disability.
 All pupils will have an equality of access to a broad and balanced curriculum
irrespective of gender, ethnicity, or special educational needs.
 We recognise that we have children of differing ability in all our classes and so we
provide the learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the
task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies:
Allowing the children to have a say in what and how they learn.
o Setting common tasks that are open ended and can have a variety of
responses;
o Setting tasks of increasing difficulty where not all children complete all tasks;
o Grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group;
o Providing a range of challenges with different resources:
o Using additional adults to support the work of individual children or small
groups.
Resources
 We have a wide range of resources to support the teaching of the foundation
subjects across the Key Stages including texts, artefacts, videos, DVDs, website
subscriptions, photographs, maps, atlases, ICT hardware.
 These are mostly stored in the main resources room and within classrooms.
 In addition, topic boxes may be borrowed from the Schools Library Service.
 In art pupils maintain a sketch book which is passed on from class to class so that
progression can be monitored
Assessment and Record Keeping
To assess pupils' progress in the foundation subjects we:
 Gather evidence of what individual pupils know, understand and can do in the
foundation curriculum subjects by observing them at work, listening to and
discussing with them, and evaluating any work they produce.
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At the end of each cross-curricular topic, we record against the NC objectives
coverage and produce well-presented topic evidence, to illustrate the range of
activities covered by the pupils. (Loops for Learning)
We make an assessment of progress against the National Curriculum expectation for
each child as part of the child’s annual report to parents.
We use learning objectives which we assess against which then allow us to track
progress year on year.
Marking in the foundation subjects is of equally important as marking in other
subjects,

Monitoring and Evaluation: (Refer to Monitoring and evaluation Policy)
 The monitoring of the standards of children’s work is the responsibility of curriculum
leaders. This is carried out through monitoring of teachers medium term planning,
scrutinising of children’s work and pupil perception interviews, review and
evaluation of termly topic evidence, scrutiny and monitoring of displays around the
school. Annual evaluations, identify the strengths and weaknesses of the subjects
and indicate areas for development. This sits alongside individual subject actionplans.
(Please refer to Curriculum Leader Guidance)
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